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The Special Guest of Honour, His
Excellency, Goodluck Ebele Jonathan,
GCFR, former President, Federal
Republic of Nigeria,

The Chairman of the Occasion, His
Excellency, Rt. Hon. Aminu Tambuwal,
CFR, the Executive Governor of
Sokoto State

Our Celebrant, Most Rev. Dr. Matthew
Hassan Kukah, the Catholic Bishop of
Sokoto, Founder of The Kukah Centre
and Convener of the National Peace
Committee. 

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,
permit me to tell you a little about the
emergence and growth of The Kukah
Centre and reason why we are all
gathered here. 

Bishop Matthew Hassan Kukah’s belief
has always been that for a country to
grow, there must be an intellectual
component added to the structures
of governance. The finest and most
critical minds must be assembled to
undertake the process of forward
thinking towards charting the right
course for democratic consolidation
and growth. These finest minds must
be identified and engaged. They will
sieve ideas, conduct robust debates,
and produce strategic policy
recommendations to support the
political class in managing the
country’s diversity and resources. 

These policy recommendations must be
guided by facts and empirical evidence,
rather than emotional attachment to
primordial sentiments.

It was for this very purpose that in 2008,
Bishop Matthew Hassan Kukah engaged a
group of friends in Kaduna and The Kukah
Centre was established. The vision of the
Kukah Centre is to aspire towards the
attainment of a more humane, democratic,
and free society where citizens can live in
true freedom, unhindered by any structures
of exclusion based on ethnic, religious or
gender differences. For more than a decade,
the Kukah Centre has engaged the Nigerian
state and implemented various projects
relating to: 

Data collection and analysis; 
the publication of a series of thematic policy
briefs; 
inter-faith dialogue, youth fellowship
programmes and
skills acquisition for widows, just to mention
a few. 

In addition to all these, one of the most
significant contributions of The Kukah Centre
has been its privilege role to serve as
Secretariat of the National Peace Committee.
And since 2015, the Centre has held various
engagements with key stakeholders at the
highest level of government through the
National Peace Committee chaired by His
Excellency, General Abdulsami A. Abubakar,
former head of state and other prominent
members, His Eminence John Cardinal
Onaiyekan and His Royal Eminence,
Muhammadu Sa’ad Abubakar III, Sultan of
Sokoto. 

These engagements have shown that
Nigeria’s march to Democracy, with all its
limitations and fractures, has come to stay.
Additionally, the commitment and sacrifices
of a vast majority of Nigerians since 1999
clearly suggest that inclusive democracy,
and not dictatorship, is the path to the
future.1



The focus of this school will be to develop a
robust intellectual architecture for good
governance and shall be modelled on the
John F. Kennedy School of Government in
the US and the Lee Kwan Yew School of
Public Policy in Singapore. We will liaise with
other international organisations and
develop a collaborative framework and
partnership to design leadership training
programmes for young people. 

For us governance is a science and can be
taught!!! 

On human resource development, there are
many retired public servants in Nigeria, with
so much experience and expertise, whose
knowledge can contribute to national
development. Yet, platforms have not been
created to utilize and benefit from their
experiences and expertise. For our retired
public servants, while engaging in business is
good, we can do more by enabling them to
share their experiences and knowledge with
the younger generation, thereby bridging the
gap between knowledge, experience and
innovation. 

As such, we have secured and will move our
permanent site to Lugbe, along airport road,
behind Shoprite, Abuja. The hope of the
Centre is that this physical structure will
contribute to the dream of building a better
Nigeria. However, this can only be possible
with your support. We are therefore using
the 70th birthday celebration of Bishop
Kukah to share our dream and are soliciting
your support to make it a reality. 

One thing we are very proud of at the Kukah
Centre is that 98% of the members are staff
are young people between the ages of 21 and
35. Importantly, 70% of the staff are women.
They also come from different states across
the country and represent different
backgrounds and contexts. 

At the Kukah Centre, we strongly
believe that there is a need to make
democracy believable for Nigerians.
To achieve this, Nigeria needs
independent policy think tanks that
will critically evaluate national issues,
conduct research, and provide
guidance to the government on a
variety of policy strategies for
economic growth and development. 

At the continental level, the role of
Think Tanks has become central to
Africa’s democratic development.
According to the Think Tanks and Civil
Societies Program (TTCSP) based at
the University of Pennsylvania, there
are 11, 175 Think Tanks globally. Out of
this, 679 are found in Sub-Saharan
Africa. South Africa alone has 102
Think Tanks, while Nigeria has 52.
Unfortunately, most of them cannot
function due to limited funds or
issues of political control. 

Consequently, The Kukah Centre exists
as an independent, research and public
policy think tank that functions without
undue political influence, and is intended
to become a globally recognized entity
that should act as a bridge between the
academic community, policymakers,
stakeholders, and civil society
organisations. 

To consolidate this goal, the Centre in its
next phase of transformation will now set
up the Kukah School of Government. u. 
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On another note, I want to recall an interview Bishop Kukah had on Arise
television on June 13, 2022. Bishop Kukah was asked, Bishop, are you not
afraid for your life? Bishop Kukah paused a little, and with a very gentle smile
he responded. I am not afraid of death; I am only afraid of breaking the law.
For me, that was a very powerful moment. That in a country where breaking
the law has been institutionalized, we still have someone who is afraid of
breaking the law. 

I want to thank Anchuna, a tiny sleepy village in southern Kaduna, where
bishop Kukah comes from. This tiny village is unknown to millions of people.
But if you want to know and understand why Bishop Kukah is the way he is,
you must visit Anchuna. Anchuna, thank you for giving us the Conscience of
the Nation. 

Finally, on behalf of the staff of the Kukah Centre, our funding and
development partners, as well as the planning committee, we want to thank
Bishop Kukah for what he has done for the Church, for our country and for
Nigerians. 

Bishop Matthew Hassan Kukah – Happy Birthday my Lord. 70 looks good on
you
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